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Bowls Canterbury Greens 2010
I report to Bowls Canterbury on behalf of the Bowls Canterbury Greenkeepers to give a broad report of the greens in the region following the earthquake of last Saturday.
We believe it is too early to push panic buttons but the current situation is not going to help the early season programme. We have some seven greens badly damaged and photos show what greenkeepers are facing. We also have another eight greens that were planed during renovations last April / May. 

We have received advice from NZSTI, which I attach to this report but that will only help greenkeepers trying to repair greens. Having spoken to Council engineers and a Geologist at Canterbury University I only brings more bad news. They are expecting another large earthquake in the very near future up to the magnitude of between 6.0 and 8.0 on the Richter scale. This could be good but more likely create more damage to greens and clubs. They have told me it is possible for the next quake to have a reverse effect meaning all the humps could reduce. Here is hoping but it would likely cause more damage.
We can only keep you informed daily of progress or otherwise.

We suggest that Bowls Canterbury consider starting Inter-Club two weeks later and have double headers to catch up. We also suggest that Bowls Canterbury have the Mid-Week Friendlies start there season three weeks later than there programme currently states? We also wish to express to the Executive our concerns that due to weather conditions experienced through July and August with cold and very wet weather greens in the district overall are not as advanced as usual at this time without the earthquake problems.
Hornby Domain Club has offered there No.2 green to any club that affected by damaged greens and Hornby WMC is willing to help on a daily basis to any club wanting extra rinks to play on. There will be other clubs willing to help clubs with problems of not having enough rinks.
As stated above your Greenkeeping Association is a very active and close working unit and always willing to help each other out to make sure greens in Canterbury remain the best in the country.

Some of our people including our President Ron have major damages to their homes and are having to face massive clean-ups as well as get greens free of damage.

Hoping this will help bring your Executive up to speed with the current situation?

Yours faithfully
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